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VYOU YrlLLBE FLUENTJN EN6LlSHJN，4Jm．r

％u丘ndthi8type Of血昭book8in colo88alnumber8in book8tOre8，Vhich

8ugge8t8thatquitea鮎wJapane8eEngliBhlearner8lookfor乱magicformulato8peak

Engli8h・Survey8Bhowthatin1996・1997about130，000Japane8e8tudentSVentin

fortheTOEFL，aCCOuntingfor14％ofthetotalnumberofexaminee8from180nation8．

Iti80bviou8thatourdeBiretoacquirethelaJlguagei8eXtraOrdinarqyhigh．

InJapanthereha8beenperemialdiBCu88ionoverthepro8andcon80fEngli8h
educationandhowe飴ctivelythelanguageBhouldbetaught．ThereiBaninfluxhez・e

OfeLhiwa8ChoolS，native Engli8h Bpeaker8andAI瓜throughoutJapa皿．Ⅰ8their

pre8enCe，however，Ofany tangible a88i8tanCe tOJapane8e Engli8hlearner8？The

re8ult80hri8rather曲mal．

According to theの旭撼JSbizzZbuD OnJune1，1998，the averageJapane8e

8tudent8COred496point80n the TOEFL・Japani8raAked23rd place among25

nation8．8urVeyed・Ⅰ8that aparadox？Whydoe8anationinve8ting aphenomenal

amOuntOfmoneyonEngli8heducationLailtoperformrea80nablywen？

The8eeningineptitude at EngliBh8tem8，．in myview，a great dealfrom our

COmplacency；nOtably；aboutchoo8ingteacherS・W afeinclinedtonaivelya880Ciatean

native8peaker80fEngli8hwithblondhairandblueeye8a8reliableteacher8．

Andthereinlie8theproblem・Many8tudent88howtheiringrainedpredilection

fornative8peaker8by8aying，＃Whycan，twehaveanative8peaker？，hnomatterhow

poortheirEngliBhi8．Therei8aprOpen8ityamongJapaneBe8tudent8tObelievethat

juBttalkingtonative8peaker8en8ure8thattheirEngliBhwinautomaticdlyimprOVe．

Sotheyflockto8Choo18withodynative8peaker8，payingafortune．However，Oneha8

tobe8kepticalaboutwhetherornot8tudent8CanObtainthequalityofeducationthey

de8erVe血omthe8e8eboo18．

Themajorityofeikdwa8Choo18arertlnfoZ，prOfitbyprivateowner8Who8eemtO

be moreintere8tedin profitfor their own gain thanthat ofJapBLne8e8tudent8，

exploitizlg the entrenched　8tereOtype that　all nativein8truCtOr8　are dedicated

fir8七・Cla月8teaCher8．

ImetaCanadianwomanemployedbyabooningEngli8hconver8ation8Chool8in

KanaZaWa・αAfterhavinganinterviewatthe8Chool，n8heBaid，叩theya8kedmeifI

COuld work thefonowing week andIhad to8tart teaChingwithout any proper

traiming．”■”Ⅰal80丘nd，”8he8aid，岬thatal1theteacher8therehaveblondhair．”

InJapanteaChingEngli8hi8widelyregardeda8ajobthatanynative8peaker

CandowithoutanyprOpertraimigaJldpreviou8eXperience・Iti8abundaJltlyevident



thatthelackofqualityandprofe88ionali8minteachingizlma皿yin8titution8haSled

tothe8tagnationofEngli8heducationinJapan．

Therei8Clearly a8ymbio8i8betweenJapaneBe8tudentB aJid tho8e8ChoolB

mihgthenobleimageOfnative8peaker8foranitiSWOrth．Unle88Weeradicatethe

mythofa皿natiやe8peaker8a8fir8t・Cla88teaCher8，JapanWillremaintobeoneofthe

m08tbackwardEng止8h・8peakingnation8inAsia．

SowhatBhouldbedonetochangethe8tatu8quO？Therei8nOea8yan8Wer．Two

year8agOHaunchedmyownlanguage8ChoQlinEana2iaWa桓rthebenefitof8tudent8

Whogenuinelywi8hto8tudyEnghBh，inorderto8urmOuntthedi8malrecordinour

languagelearningandrai8eaWarene88aboutbetterlaJlguagelearning．

Ⅰwi8htomakeacontribution，albeit8mal1，atthegra88・rOOt81eveltoJapane8e

80Cietythroughmyventurea皿denlightenmanyJapaneBe8tudent8a8tOthejoyof

acquⅡlngaforelgnlanguagea8thetreaBureOfalifetime．

Tbnyear81ater，Willhtillbeinthi8bu8ine88？Ifthati8theca8e，myVentureWill

rea皿yhaveborne仕uit．


